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HMENT OF SOCIETY IN NORTH BRITAI 
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I. 


AN ACCOU 
BLIS 


TH H E Author of the following poem is encouraged by 
f wa ſavourable recep tion that has been g ven to the firſt 
Part of it, ib offer the ſecond to the Publick. He bopes tha a 4 2 
bis Readers in general, and more eſpecially that thoſe of North | L 


Britain, will examine with ſome curioſity a ſubject fo new 


70 Poetry, as ris that of the Origin and Progreſs of Society 


in this part 0 of the united Kingdoms. If the preſent at- 
zempt ſhall be honoured by heir approbation, the Author = 
propoſes to complete his plan ina ſubſequent Bool, by tracing : 
Society from its origin, 70 its Eſtabliſhment in Scotland 


TY 
2 


in the preſent times: in conducting which, be will baue 
occaſion, not only ro confider the great tranſactions from | 

the beginnin g of the 17th century down to this lime, wherein 

the Seortifh nation bore a part; out alſo to contemplate its 
; preſent Hour: iſhing #h /uation in Commerce, is, Litera- 


ture, Cc. and the cauſes that have led to it. 
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THE ARGUMENT. 
| Decline of the Drutas. Fall of the Druidical 04 mie. 
ſervation of abe Fane, and 45 the order of Bards. Their in- 


Arumentalit in zaming ie: 1 by whom Scotland 
Was Juipued. Effect, Y their ſongs, Origin of late in 
Norrb- Britain. Conqueſt of the Pics favourable 7⁰ ſociał 
improvement. Villages founded. Tillage introduced. 
Form of the firſt duillinge. Soctal 2 lercourſe. Efec of 


= FREE an Aen. Its zarter ian, cauſes progreſi 

| 4 did influente. Rudi mts of igation.” PL Commevevat 
| f intercourſe 10 e Continent. Progreſs of civili sation. 
F | Influence of Science 0: on ſociety. 2 | State of Seotland in the 
; dark 98 _—_ of. per a from an early period. 
| Barbour. Eulogium of Wallace. Dunbar, Buchanan, 

7 | Fobn/ton, Barclay, Adamſon : Hi/iorians. | Fordur, Boethius,, 


| 80 C Chronicle of Melroſs,  Hi/torians of the Stuarts. General. 


. reflection. Recapitulation and concluſion from the whole. 
Y 1 
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LA 


ONG, in the wilds of Ces r 49933 of, 

The Druid rulers held ſupreme adit and " 1 

Long, Oer a nation ruled with teraperate Way, abaſke 
And law their happy ſons with joy obey." iR = Trot O's 
Even when the world's great Sovereigris 1's th 
And cruſhd by Kern decrees tle im 
Beneath her ſpreading oaks, | 
Thy ſons, Britannia, lived; nor felt alarm: BN 36 . 


* 
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The world's great Sovereigns,— Auguſtus and Claudius attempted ſucceſſively: to break 
the power of the Gauliſh Druids, by iſſuing out ſevere edits againſt them. Whatever, 
may have been the effect of theſe edicts in Gaul, it does not appear that they at all bs 
affected the druidical eſtabliſhment in Britain. Their influence could not with fel in the _ 
ONE HET RETRO, whit Hons inc e WU time ſubdued, * 1 


f f Fo 
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4; TH E ip mn - 1 5 
Her northern race, along the peaceful ſhore 1 


Heard but the torrent daſn, and ocean roar. 
was paſt. Revolving ages ſwept away 


Racs after rice, f dacbeſſive in decays © Vs 


A fiercer band appear'd, whoſe hands defaced 
The peaceful groves, and laid the waer wats: : 
A tribe commiſſion'd by an angry God, 
From Scandinavian deferts ruſivd ot. ; Wa 
In ſearch of foreign regions ſpread afar, . 
A lawleſs croud, that menaced ſpoil e 
To Caledoniz's coaſt they held cheir courſe, | __ | 
An hoſt unmatch'd in number, as in force; 


iin eee, „ „ LE EIA 1 | | 


ted Piet, or parbarous Dane 0 N 
Blood-thirſty crew, to Furious 1 battle bred, 
That ora in dae in heaps a deat Hos iy 


Now raged, the nz 


Fe naked Pift\—I follow Bucbacan's: account: 'of the origin of the Picts in this nar- 

ration ; which, for any thing that we know to the contrary, may be as well founded 

as is that of any other writer. He fays, that this people came from à colony of Ger- 
mans, or (according to Bede) af Scythians; who having left their native country in. 

queſt of ne ſettlements, landed on the coaſt. of Scotland, of which they. took poſſeſſion, 

after having expelled the ancient inhabitants. It is probable that the Picls wor thus. 

n from the bacbarous cuſtom of painting their bodies, 

\Nonghe 


0 * HE D K U. D's. | 
' Nought ay'd their han. i league combi 


Vows, ſhrieks, and ſuppliant pray'rs, were loſt in wind, 


„ in 


Theſe, oer the ruin of their loſt domain St. K 

The Druid people breathed, but b 1 0 4 957 
Hark, yon loud craſh! the cleaving axe deſcends: of 

And lo, the Monarch of the woodland bends, 0 Xs 2 A 

From his old manſion caſt  Supine he lies of [ 


Ls 
hk 
* 


eathed! in vain. 


In age defaced, the fierce invader's prize; iti 2007 
On his own ground he falls, expoſed, and bare; | N 
Shorn is his trunk, his leaves are loſt in air! EI DER | 
Yet theſe ſo. fell, io ruthleſs ; as they. eyed e TS 
The Fane i in filence, felt their rage ſubſide: - _ e IOW 
They raiſed: their hands, but trembled at the view, N 
Grew tame, and wond' ring at chemſelves, withdrew. 1811 N 
Meantime the Druid Prieſts, deſpiſed, overthrown, / 
As ſtrangers | roam'd o'er regions once their oπõqm ?:? 
| Deep in the ſolitary vales they ſtray' d, 
Or flepe beneath the mountain 8. chearleſs ſhade 3 1 4 


In horrid league 3 EAA to the aboremantioncd? writer, "the 1 Fa 
invaded Scotland in conſequence of an invitation of the Pits, whom. Eennath 1 bad 
N and GO from the kingdom. Hiſt, Lib. 6. 3 

ö Or 


6 6 * AN R 
Or ng their "ou in anguiſh to erb, 
A few, the reliques of *. mighty dead, 
Crept from their Caverns z 3 — diſemay'd, | 
; No grove around the ſacred manſion roſe, qt 
No dark brown woods, or. bowers of deep repoſe ; F 5 
No throng with reverence bou d before the mrin e 6 
Nor virgin's fix'd eye ſeann'd the Power divine: 
Arm'd with keen faulchions, and/reſolved:on: death, 
A barbarous people ruſhd to war beneath „ 
War was their trade, and his the Guſt mend, 81 
: Whoſe ruthleſs heart in battle greatly dared; 
Whoſe arm, if carnage flain'd the whirling ſpear, | 


Knew no diſtinction in its mad career, WY ee ö 
But ever bent on ſome diſaſtrous end, 1 
Wye inwidethavock brother, father, friend. 
Theſe they beheld, then with averted gaze 1 1 of 
Sunk i in their vales, and dream d of e days. 
While other orders fell, by turns afro. . 917 5 
| Their names diſhonour'd, and their forms abel a | 
if 2 ; 'The 


* ED R U 1s. | 125 = | 


Edt £4 "Da, > 3 * 4 
ghte s deſolating hour 17 1 7 ; 


7 Still held theis offices and renaiddithiis power: 9 He 
1 On heights diſperſed, or wa dering ober the bin, | 15 


They brought from Bill and dale a lining Tair 55 
Lured by ſoft numbers, andthe powers of foun 
| Thy ſons informing Nature pour d * el 
As he, who travelling to che d meow 1.7 


f of Pluto, boo hbed with metting drains che Ce 1 

And held wih tranſport touch d tiv internal throng 

(Such 1 is his triumph in poetic ſong Mi Ay 2 es 
Thus, when the Poet uon ſome dacht reclimed, Ar. 
Gave heav'n- taught mat ET i 
Or fwelrd melodious in his tale of waes 1m of WOE. K 


wn notes that ſpread eee, be ẽꝗ]· 51d [117 


* N | . o — - * 
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The BARDS ; in utes Ta the ee on this e ik 8 alleady been 
made, it may be proper to dd here; that the Bards eontinued' to be Held in ve yefenge, 
and even to enjoy peculiar privileges, during many ages after. the abolition of the other 
druidical eftabliſhments. The great hiſtorian quoted above informs us, that even in» 
his time the perſons of the BAN S:were accounted. ſaered, and that. their hauſes were 
ſanctuaries in all that part of the Iſland. wherein the ancient language of the Britons con- 
tinued to be ſpoken : that reſpected by all parties, they had liberty to paſs and repals at: 
_pleaſure through countries at war with. each other: that, they were received by the. bo- 
hles with e and were generally diſmiſſed with. donations, ke. Lib. 2. 1 
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1 WM ſounds divine, to 
Inf) pired at once and t 
All fix'd in ſtills 

And knew 


Felt rage ſubſiding, and the luſt of bh 
Anon, reſponſi 


to thb inſpiring l. 
Powers long in 7 
4s from weak embers ſmother 
| Sparks riſe, and eee 1 


| When bellows heaving, or the winds cc 
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Thus, at the ſound that bre 


Meek Pity waked as et uk? 


L 3 A 


While with new life each throbbing bolam gon; 
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she roſe, and caſt her dewy Apes abroad, { . — 8 Tn 


———_—— At. 
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Bebel the PN WOE PENN Caltic hd wo ond by ir en 
| and barbarous people to have poſſeſſed a ſpirit of prophecy,” The term Vates, that is 
applied with equal py Ae: either à Poet, or Prophet, ſeems to intimate, that 
this belief extended in the e WE eee neee tn ann. 
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MW r TH "= DRU 11 D 8. 1 05 | PE 
| Thaw'd at her le looks, * N uch genial warmth i impart, 
Sighs burſt ſpontaneous from each yielding hearty 
Tears flowly-trickling i in chat tender hour, i oat; 1 50 1 
And pangs confeſs d the ſympathetic power; 0 1 if 4 £2 
The ſavage people, touch. d with new- born * ee 
Wiped off the drops, and wonder'd whence they 8 

Though flow the effect of precepts that improve 
The ſoul, and turn irs nobleſt powers to love, "a ? 105 — ot 
Yet hence Juft order from confuſion brought | 
Firſt ſpoke the rule of cool diſcerning thought: 
And though the Druid chiefs no more bene n 
The land, by numerous tribes revered, and n, 
Their empire loft, : a prize of nobler kind 
They gain'd ; a godlike triumph der the mind.) 
Their Bards, like Orpheus, fabled to reclaim 
The wild's fierce inmates, made the ſavage tame; 3 


4.5274 7+: BN 
3.» 


By flow degrees engag d in Virtue's cauſe N 105 0 110 0 F 5 
A villing people, and control öh. 
1220 Hence, brutal rage ſuppreſed, pray d deſpe ate. 106119 8 


pg es 5 536 29 


"Man met not man to mix in dern debate, | „ e Wie 


„ GERT 22 bo 
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- Nor exchi| keen warriour on his arm relied 


To chaſten arrogance, reven ge, or pride ; 3 


* 


Each tribe ſome chieftain as it's ruler choſe,” en 

And all, a Sovereign to repel their foes; 5 iy 
Prudent to judge, and equal to decide, W237 FP : 5 iT | 
In pears their guardian, as in war their guide- NW be 

| When now the Bards beheld a barbarous throng 
Reform'd by, e and the power of ſong 5 6 

A rite neglected long the tribe reſtor'd,. 


| And taught to worſhip heav'n's eternal Lord. * 
Ere light, by choſen miniſters convey'd _ 
To every land, alon g the region ſpread; 5 
Theſe heav'n- inſtructed, firſt prepared the way, 17819 19 ET 
8 As the pale dawn precedes * effulgent oy"; 


Each tribe ſome chieftain, &c.—An ingenious modern writer has well obſerved, that 
e in every country where the Druids bore the chief ſway, the form of government was 
a mixture of ariſtocracy and monarchy.” In the eſtabliſhment of the former, we may 
trace the origin of CLANS, fo famous in the hiſtory of the Scottiſh nation. It is not 
ſurely an improbable conjeture, that the civil polity of theſe barbarous nations, after the 
times of the Druids, was regulated according to a model which the Bards who belonged 
to that order preſcribed to them. And if they exerted their\ influence with ſome effect 
in eſtabliſhing ſubordination in a civil department ; we may conclude, that this influence 
was employed with much greater efficacy, in ſuggeſting to them proper [notions of the 
perfections and providence of the Supreme Being. In deſcribing the origin of ſociety 
an enumeration of the circumſtances above 8 eee groat | 
1 was neceſlary, | 


. or AD 

And ſhew d though dimly, to their wondering eyes bes bags i 

N Scenes yet unſeen, fair Virtue's glorious prize Wong; le 

Hope thus they gave to. animate their courſe, . tA 6 „ 

And dread, that checks the paſſions' lawleſs 3 ; | WP nes = : 4 

| While other thoughts than thoſe of war, en, ny 

| By gradual ſteps, : and humanized the mind. 1 5 | + : , 

Yet was the taſk ſevere, and ſlowly wrought, | 
Nor but through ages to perfection brou FH, - 


Habits long fix'd, nor yet by time ſabdued, S 
Roſe from each caſual fall! in frrength renew'd : „„ 
What cauſes check d their force, by ſtealth aſia, 85 15 


What ſteady efforts in the attempt prevaird; 


How laws, and temperate thought, aſſumed the place T5, 


Of forms that mark a rude and barbarous race, 


. 


The Muſe relates; a work through ages plied) 
And gleans from ſtores that hiſtories provide. 
Two nations high in courage as in name 
Then ruled the region, rais d to equal fame; oy 
Thoſe on the mountains held afar their reign, 
While theſe a numerous tribe, poſſeſs'd the plan. | 
Q'2 1 Proud. 


EET r n r A * * 1 


f proud of their name; their lineage, and their land? 


Nor curb'd by arms, nor yielding to command, e e 
The Caledonian chiefs ſupreme in power 
Trod the bleak heights, from each n ſecure. 
| A rival race, the people's ancient foe, | | 
O'terſpread i in herds th extended fields delows 
Theſe, where the folitary ocean hves 
; The boundleſs ſhores, 0 ferlook'd the world of waves. 
White lawleſs numbers yet 0 erſpread the foil, gt 
Led but by will, and unſubdued by SY 1 
Each on his courſer raiſed, or thundering g cars 8 
| In hoſtile ſemblance met, and mix d in war. 
At laſt che hardy Caledonian band 5 
ern and ſwept their rivals from the land: . Ns I 3 
The Caledonian 5 Ge. — That the Caledonians inhabited FR regions of 
gg rn tis — — ee eee 25 
wholly unacquainted with the language from rhich this appellation. is derived: — When 


South Britain yielded to the power of the Romans, the unconquered nations tb the north of 
the province were diſtinguiſhed by the name of Caledonians. From their very name it ap- 
pears, that they were of thoſe Celts or who poſſeſſed themſelves originally of Bri- 
tain. It is compoſed of two Celtic words, Cael ſignifying Celts or Gauls, and Dun or 


Don an hill; ſo that Cael-don, or Caledonians, is as much as e ba 
bil mne ns P. 5. 


x 2 i . 5 f 
. . 8 
„„ % Then 


or R bn DS. 1 
| Then happier times ſucceſſiv e Good diſplay! a, Srv 9 Ws 175 
When Caledonia's Kingaithe! Kceptre 795% 3 Nail 2 


IO, LY on 1 $ bl ML. 8 Ce ee 1C Whe 
f a e „ 
Then happier times, PTR IN” origin of ſociety, properly ſo called, in Scetland'{ 
at that æra, when Kenneth II. finally conquered and es the Pits from the low _. 
country, of which the conquefors have ever fince retained the poſſeſſion. This great! 
event fell out about the beginning of the r century, according to the Scottiſh hiſto- 
rians.—See Boeth, Buch, Fordun, Guth. &c. Duting the times that preceded'this! pe- 
riod, civilization muſt have made fmall progreſs in nations who lived in a ſtate of perpe- 
tual hoſtility ; and of whom the people who conquered had been precluded: during many 
ages from all intercourſe. with ds, ne He who ſtudies the hi/tory of manners will! 
aud, that they tbe Os improvement in the courſe of a few: generations, 
after the period aboye n in North Britain, than at any former or ſucceeding 
time, comprehending the ſame number of years. This obſervation requires to be illuſ- 
trated. Boethius and Buchanan tell us, that the nobles of Kenneth II. after: having 
been entertained ſumptuouſly by this Monarch, Nlept i in the royal manſion. upon leaves 
and graſs, according to the cuſtom of their inceſtsrs, © But at the diſtance of two cen- 5 
turies from this period, we find the Scottiſh nobles flaurttinig in foreign and parti- coloured 
garments; and the King and Queen of Scotland magnificently ſerved in ſomething that 
reſombled gold and ſilver plate. Turg. Act. Sanct. And we cannot err in judging that 
the other accommodations correſponded, in ſome. degree, to this magnificence,——T wo- 
cauſes. may be aſſigned of this improvement, unexpected as it may. appear in the northern 


corner of an. iſland, which circumſtances-natural and accidental guarded from the inter- 


courſe of foreigners... The firſt was the tate of the country ʒ which, after the expulſion: 
of the Picts, was- occupied by one people, in place of being inhabited by boſtile nations, 
who carried on war againſt each other without intermiſſion or. abatement... When the⸗ 
Scots became maſters. of the whole kingdom, ſubordination and government were gra- 
dually eſtabliſned among them; and the minds of men no longer. actuated by civil diſſen- 
ſions, as they may be called, had kiſs oo cle A, of. which. peaceable ny baue. 
ever been found to be productive. oe 1 

The intercourſe that took place 8 * inhabltangs of North: ang thaſs X South. | 
Britain, after the above-mentioned ra, was the ſecond» cauſe to waich we. aſcribe he 
origin and eſtabliſhment of ſociety among the former, The Britons of the Roman FR: 
vince, civilized although no doubt enervated by.their, conquerors, imparted to their fe- 
rocious neighbours thoſe arts which they had learnt from à cultivated people.; and FO 
dually convinced them, that other objects than thoſe of war and conqueſt might contribute 
e to national n The operation. of theſe cauſes \ was no doubt obſtructed: 

12 | f during. 
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When oer the plains, the ſeats of mild repoſe, cel c 4 
The ſtraw-clad hut and peaceful village b bel. 
Beſide ſome tower, that held a haughty Lord 
B/ ſuppliant vaſſals as a God ador'd, . : „ 
The tribes began their little buts to rear, F 1 
By love invited, or impelld y fear. . 
(For yet the Sleanings of a race eppreſrd 


Crept forth to bah the land they once polieſ 8 ih 


during many i in a great 1 partly by the 8 animoſity of hoſtile 1 1 and 
partly by native prejudices in favour of ancient practices and opinions, which it has ever 


been found difficult to eradicate from the minds of the vulgar. , Yet the progreſs to civi- 


lization was ſure, although rendered by theſe circumſtances almoſt imperceptible : and 
we. mark order in the mirror of hiſtory as ſpreading en e over the chaos wherein all 
things appear to have been promiſcuouſly blended. 5 


Beſide ſome tower, c. — The villages and burghs of North Britain ſo far FRO as we 
can trace them, were originally of two kinds. They either belonged to the King, or great 
men, or were the property of church-men. In the former caſe, they were erected near 

the caſtles of the proprietor, whither the vulgar repaired for protection and maintenance: 

in the latter, as the ſacred ground afforded à ſantiuary, we do not fo certainly find N 
in the neighbourhood, as in burghs either originally royal, or become ſo by the forfeiture 
of the old proprietors. A very clear account of the nature of the royal boroughs of Scotland 
will be found in the ancient ſtatutes of the kingdom. The Burgeſſes were men who got 
a ſhare of the territory of the burgh for building on, under a military tenure of guarding it 
for the King. Acres of arable ground were ſometimes allotted to individuals on this be- 
caſion: and a larger tract was often granted as a promiſcuous poſſeſſion. The burgh of 
Lauder was erected in this form in the minority of James V. And the foundation 
charters of the royal boroughs will be found in general, if not in every inſtance, to coin- 
.cide with this hypotheſis.— There is here a ſmall anachroniſm, which it is hoped that 
the reader will . excuſe. We know that houſes were built, and even that villages were 
founded in Scotland, long before the ninth century. But we have here ſuppoſed that both | 
es nov ons {ew . 
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Thither the gentle ſwain, the labourer paſs dis 13 ir 615 «tt 
ng der the Wine 40 hes 8 
And clainrd protection from the chief, and ſhared 1 ga Y 
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To point the ſtranger to tho abodes of a th BAK 


Secure from robbers war 1d 


— 


| Fields mark'd with furrows ſpake thi encroaching plough, 
| And wandering flocks o'erſpread the mountains brow; FT oh 
The ſhepherd's little dog, amid the throng 3690 11 

Drove frifking light, the bleating herds along; Mor 161 T” 
sweet from the cliff was heard the rural _ bo tl bft 


"Ab long long echoes died along the vale.” ris band 0.1 
As yet the namlets rear d in haſte; betray. 111 


A race unpraftifed in the builder's' trale: e 581 
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_ » tions of the inhabitants of North Britain, i in very early ages, were ſuch as are deſcribed in 
che poem. The houſe was a large oblong building, compoſed of ſtones laid upon each other 
without cement, ſo as to form a wall. In the middle of a thatched roof was an aperture, 
which ſerved the double purpoſe of being a chimney and a window. Beneath this paſſage, 
or W the fire was _ up in the centre of an area I. of earth ſome- 
What 
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The floor of earth, where rude materials ſpread, | 

| Heath or dry ſtraw. comp 1 | the ruſtic bed: men vin 
Amid the centre of the manſion, ſtood! == 
The hearth with fuel heap'd, and crackling wood; 

15 Above, an eee eee eee A, 


And mount in ſpiry volumes to the ſKkies. 
Around the fire convened a mirthful train 
That led mme dance, or join th? enlivening Aidan; 
or heard entranced the harp's melodious ſound, 7 
That told of deeds by [Chiefs in arms renown! 1 
And traced the ſocial compact from it cauſe, I Sr 
To temperate order, and eſtabliſn'd laws. | WA 
5 They ſung of warriqurs of iromortal fame, "ay Ni 
Fach ſerved gs tribes that bore a con mon name; S | 
what levelled, ah the 2 ROY of W W W Ane to e 
Around this fire the family and gueſts 'aſſenibled in common, in a certain eftabliſhed order. 
The maſter and miſtreſs of the houſe were ſeated at the upper end, at the greateſt diſtance 
from the door; the gueſts ſat on each ſide of them ; and the children and ſervants in their 
proper arrangements compleated the circle, The beds were uſually a few truſſes of ſtraw 
or heath piled" together at the two ends of the apartment. | Upon tal all ejejed' reſt, 
which the exerciſes of the day rendered peculiarly comfortable and refreſhing. | I have 
been told, that theſe ſimple manners and accommodations are ſtill to be met with in ſome 
parts of Lochaber and Badenoch, wherein the heath, when ſmoothed and raiſed e a pro- 
per height from the oor, forum, pane ag fs ab ar eros and 
"ney couch. | 
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Caught every heart: all Leite admired, and lover. 
As when the pent hive gives it's ſwarm to day, Fel © 
The riſing myriads ſhade th' aerial way: as oc et; 1 
Whirld in looſe eddies on the buzzing miegy 1535-202 my 
Around they wheel in many an airy ring 
If chance they hear th enlivening bell beh. 
Or braſs that tinkles on the murmuring wind, 8 11 dl 08138 ” 
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ble æra in the hiſtory of Scotland, provided the period of their eſtabliſhment could be 
aſcertained with accuracy. It is certain, that by whatever fortuitous coincidence/they” 
came together, yet aſſociated numbers acknowledging one chief, to whom they profeſs . 


allegiance under a common. deſignation, preſent to us an idea of ſociety in a progreſſive. : 


ſtate, although rude indeed, and ſometimes involved in temporary anarchy. A large 
body of men, connected by conſanguinity as well as by appellation; aſſembled under a 
leader or chieſtain, may be conſidered as a great family, of which the governor is the po- 
titical parent. In the barbarous ages, when-muſcular ſtrengths agility; and weight of bend, 
took place of the arts that poliſh, and of the virtues that dignify humanity, it is proba- 
ble that men ranged under chieftains in, whom, thoſe qualities -were pmarkably pre-emi-". - 
nent, and were accompanied with that brutal courage, or ferocity (as it may properly be 
termed) which conſtituted the character of Proteftors. + Theſe men claimed from ther 
vaſſals, in conſequence of the protection, whether real or imaginary, which they extended 
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© When thus was found that ill revenge purſaed ! ic | | 
- Deeds even by Jarbar ror view; hed 
That Heavn to impious acts denied it's 1, 

And robber's Futtileſs hand on robber 0 0 e 
By ſurer means at laſt they ſtrove to gain Oo PLP 291 
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Hues COMMERCE refs, G. In the curious diſquiſitions that ariſe out of the ſubjecx 
of this Poem, I am more ſolicitous to gratify, in ſome caſes, readers of plain commons-ſenſe, 
than the lovers of theory, and of conjecture founded on ambiguity. ' I conſider commerce 
as being of two kinds, inland or foreign; of which the latter was neceſſarily poſteriqur to 
the former, By the term inland, when applied to North Britain, I underſtand, not 
merely the commercial tranſactions that may have taken place in the interiour part of the 
Kingdom, but thoſe that were carried on among che inhabitants of the ifland. This ſenſe 
of the term reſtrifts the epithet foreign, in the preſent acceptation, to the trade of this | 
kingdom with the continent. The defect of hifforical information reſpecting the origin 


and eſtabliſhment of inland commerce muſt be ſupplied by conjeQure, founded upon un- 


alterable principles in the nature and conffitution of man, The firſt irruptions of two 
boſtile nations upon the territories of each other, were made with predatory purpoſes. 
small bodies of men, aſſociated together upon the borders of the adjoining kingdoms, and 
breaking into either with lawleſs violence, appropriated to themſelves the moveables of 
the- inhabitants, without regard to juſtice, or feeling of commiſeration- The injured 
party, in whoſe minds the deſire of wealth co-operated with the paſſion of revenge, made 
_ repriſals immediately in kind. All this was perfectly natural; in- ages whereiti men who | 
wiſhed to poſſeſi wealth took the ſhorteſt method to acquire it. The remedy of theſe 
evils was at laſt preſcribed by the conſequences of which. they were productive / Beings - 
| endowed with reaſon cannot continue in a ſtate of anarchy, to which the exerciſe of this 
_ facuſty is. cepugnants. Without annibilating the deſire of acquiſition, it pointed qut a me- 
mod of obtaining this purpoſe, more conſiſtent with general felicity than that which had 
— LEE — it. was conquered aan 
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| subdued, and taught an m a 
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And tamed the fierce heart elſe inten 


| Romans, had little intercourf: with foreigners; became, undes their government;/s o- 
pulous and cultivated country. And, although the people, awed by ſubmiſſion, and 
enervated by luxury, appear to hae been daſtandly and effeminate when «left; by ber 
conquerors, yet their manners retained ſome part of the poliſh which they had imparted. 
During the intervals of peace; or rather of ceſſation from hoſtility, that took place be- 
twixt this people and their ferocious neighbours of the North, the latter, without doubt, 
acquired notions. to which they had formerly been ſtrangers, from ſtheit communication. | 
with more improved ſociety; and at thoſe times. they would endeavour to gain, by an 
exchange of commodities, the wealth, which at: other periods had been the reward of de- 
predation, To this purpoſe, perhaps, nothing would contribute more. effectually, than 
the eſtabliſhment of FAIRS, as places of publick: reſort, where every man might act 
of his property under the protection and ſecurity of law, At thoſe marts of trafh 
ideas of men were at the ſame time enlarged and. diverſthed.,by: mutual e 
and they conſidered themſelves as temporary members of a great community, of w 
they became ſubmiſſive. to the ordin. and.reſtraints. /4 ; One. Wore . 
therefore carried on with freedom in a place where the ſtrong was not pernti d'to give 
law to the weak. The reader, by following out theſe obſervations,-may judge copcern- 
ing the caſuaÞ-and private connection · of individuals, between whom a friendlhip, founded 
on. the moſt honourable ptineiples, an ng {cope to, the r ng, of the h 

heart, would N be eftaBlithot. P only obſerve farther on this kubhett, ay 
public meetings of the preſent kind in times af peace, the. deſire of þ afing, that | is implante 
in the: human heart with ſuch noble purpoſe s, is called/into-exerciſe ; and miert paſſing from 
buſineſs to pleaſure, ſoftened the, manners of eaCh other in, 7 3g PUPS, 
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a fond, ee. Without enquiting-by what; nation North Britzin mas. 
firſtl peopled, w may be aſſured, that thoſe who migrated from their native regions. into 


Britain muſt have had ſome knowledge of navigation, without which they. could not, 


have launched: into the ocean. The practice however of Indians, who. may be id tay 

live at this time in a ſtate of nature, as: detailed in the works of all our circumpayigators,  _ 
would prove ineonteſtibly, that the wonderfiil art abvve mentioned originated inthe ſimple. 5 
expedientthat ze deſeribed in e a tad orc. fact ſo conſonant to 
to the preſent ſubjeQ,; ſee: 
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of navigation, they ſeeti te 
their manners and habits of life were thoſe of mere ſavages, who lived i in a ſtate of brutal 
barians, who made in- 
ciſions on their bodies in the form of flowers, like the inhabitants of the remote ifles of 
the Pacific" Ocean j as having lived on the bark and roots of trees, with their wotnen in 
common, &c. &c. Such is the account given of them by Dio Caſſius, Herodian, So- 
© Janus, &c. ; of whom we might judge that they had exaggerated matters were it not that 
Cork defrigtion. of the Southern Brizone correſponds to that of the former in many 
_ eſſential : nente Lib. 3. The inhabitants of the coaſt no doubt 
made uſe of boats, even in thoſe days, for the purpoſe of fiſhing, which the ſimpleſt re- 
flection would induce them to practiſe. Many ages appear, as far as we can judge, to 
have elapſed before ſhips were built for the purpoſes of war, or commerce with foreign 
nations. In the lives of illuſtrious men who migrated from the northern part of this. 
iſland into foreign countries, and who returned enriched with a large proportion of the 
| learning of the times, we meet with the firſt and ſureſt evidence of its intercourſe with 
the continent ; an intercourſe that could only be carried on in ſhips of a ſomewhat com- 
plicated conſtrution. See MKenzie's Lives of Scottiſh Writers, Vol. I. and III. ab. 
init. The remains of ancient temples, fortreſſes, monuments, &c. that are ſtill cohſpi- 
cuous in the Hebrides, 26 well as the teſtimony of ancient authors, ſeem to point cut 
theſe iſlands as the early ſeats of civilization and of commerce. | See Martin's Weſt. III. 
pai; Life of St. Columbus. Rowl. Mona Antiq. Reſtaur. The firſt great flect that 
was fitted out by any monarch of Scotland, is that which Alexander III. is ſaid to have . 
nennen country from the Norwegians.”. Hiſt. 
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of FIRE into North. inis, from the 1 event in any Lge country, This kingdom 
indeed was never without it's lights even in the dark ages; and the genius of it's inhabi- 


tants, free, independent, and turned to ſpeculation, improved the rudiments of ſcience | 
which their northern ſituation rendered them late in acquiring, with as much induſtry | 


and ſucceſs as any gther European nation, Of this truth, the writers of Scotland, equally 
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1 nden kingdom was. butchered by the miniſters of a tyrant, who availed himſelf 
lo of treachery to poſſels, and of a mock trial to put to death with ſtudied tortures, a noble Z 

: | enemy, whom he was unable to conquer in the field. Thus, ſays an Eg); hiſtbrian; 

ſuffered that brave ſpirit by an' ignominious death in a ſtrange country, for his endeavours 
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Dunbar —This ingenious gentleman was a native of Salton, in Baſt 18 i Ot 3 
riſned in the reigns of James IV. and V.; by the former of whom, and by his queen 
Margaret, he was much favoured. It appears from ſome of his later poems, (particularly. 


from two that are addrefled to the King) that with poetical genius, he had long entertained 


An unwelcome gueſt, i in it's attendant, Proeryy. Of the former, his golden Targe, and 


tte poem entitled the Thiftle and the Roſe, exhibit unqueſtioned evidences, at leaſt, if ex- 


quilite painting and copious invention be conſidered as characteriſtics of it. The verſa- 
tility of the author's mind is conſpicuous i in ad ſhorter N wherein humour and ſents | 
timent alternately predominate... _ x EOS 

Buchanan. The character of eee a 2a 4 — —.— 4245 Vela, is ary 


| known, and in the two latter departments has been equally the object of panegyrick and . 


cenſure; or, to ſpeak more properly, of the keeneſt invective. Without entering into tlie 
nature of the charges brought againſt him, we conſider him here in a light in which he _ 


is the eg of en . Had this _ man flouriſhed in a later and more 
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eultivated age, an Get 4 Mary. mas. » Scotiopd; his genius, that v was equal to. i | 
greateſt efforts, would ane appeared .to much greater. advantage. in original compoſition, =» 
than in the circumſcribed ſphere of tranſlation, and of paraphraſo The beſt, account of | 
Buchanan's life and actions is that which was written by himſelf about two years before! bis 
death. His article in M Kenzie :s Liveß. (ic, & often, referred to, is rather a ftudied in- | 
veRtive, than an i Dicti does not juſtice to his 


partial narrative. And Bayle in his Picten- 
merit. Art. Buchanan.—In præſentia (1 579) e quartum annum agens, 
apud Jacobum 6 Scotorutn regem, cut 'erudiendb etat Prefs zune 186, ſenectutis 
ſux malis fraftus, portun exoptans, agit. Budhfn. Vit. aſeip. * ee (98 ee 
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Ihe univerſity of King's College of Aberdeen bid the honour of bis education, wherein he 
made ſo great proficiency, that he was qualified to ane at a very early age. He viſited 
foreign countries, principally it would ſcem-with the purpoſe of ſtudying. medicine, and 
received the degree of M. with the greateſt approbation, at the univerſity of Padua ; 
at that time the greateſt”: melt celebrated bent of learning zin Europe. Having tra- 
velled aſterwardꝭ through Italy, Den mark, Germany, England, Holland, &c. he came 


Laureate by the Moſt Chriſtian King. Aſter an abſence of twenty-four years from his 


native country, he returned te o le in be year 162. He (petit ſome years in the- eity of 


Aberdeen, where in 1637 be. ybliſhed his celebrated verſion of the Pſalms, which the 
author of his life juſtly den divine w6rk/the kurcft indication!of the piety; learh- 


ing; and talents of it's illuſtrious author. Divinum certe c pus, maximum atque certiſſi- 


mum ſummæ viri præſtantiſſimi, allt eraditi his- tui in pietatis etiam indicium. [Charles I. 
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parents. He was choſen een Mill, a ſenator of the College of Juſtice, to 
travel as governor to his ſon, at an e early age; with whom. he ſpent two years in Paris. 
He eſcaped narrowly from ſ erini 1 8 many other victims of bigoted 1 rage at. the maſ- 
 facre of French proteſtants i in kingdom. At his return to his native country, he 
was preſented to the archbiſhoprick of St. Andrews. He wrote many pieces in proſe 
and yerſe ; and in the latter particutrly 4 poet on the bikth of James VI. and (in the 
taſte of the times) a tranſlatioti of Jeretliah's book v mentation, and of the Apocalypſe, 
into Latin verſe: He died in the Year 1 50 f ; and compoſed in his laſt hours verſes in an 
high ſtile of exultation, for which malt refer the DOE to his biographers. Volus. Vit. 
Pat. Adam. p. 5. Mackenzie's Lives; Gre. Vel. fit p. 376. Ab gan Atari Gt 21 21 
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Whoſe work though. looſe, diſplays. fuperiur grace 3 
Not without elegance of phraſe, that tells Tay 1 3 
Of monks, and Wizards, com ats, KIN e, on a pcs F 


| M. Kenzie, about the end of the reign of Alexander III. _ the village of Fo: 8 © * 


county of Mearns. .. He:began, to write the hiſtory of Scotland in the year 1341, but he 


lived only to finiſh the firſt five books of it. The remaining part of his book is continued 
by different hands. A monk named M*Culloch-is the author of the ſhort account of 
Fordun that is prefixed to his hiſtory. This work has apparentevidences of impartiality, 
that have contributed principally to procure it eſtimation. Tt s continuators to the time 
of Fordun, particularly M*Culloch, made uſe of his materials 


ploded fable of Gathelus and bebte, and other ſtories equally abſurd, are found in this hiſ- 


2 Dot what e ee art Tan wow the Ld of uy: 


century. 
Pan Boethius Vas born in Dundee, and flouriſhed in ce begins 
ning of the ſixteenth century. He ſtudied philoſophy at Montague College in Paris, 


where he 'proba 
is conſpicuous\.i in his hiſtory. The celebrated Dr. William Elphinſton, Biſhop of Aber 


deen, having founded King's College and Univerſity. about the year 1500, brought over 


our author from Paris, and made him principal of that College. He choſe as his colleague 


Mr. William Hay, his countryman, and comparion. By their united exertions he ac- 


- quaints us, that the various departments of that Univerſity were occupied by men of emi- 


nent learning and abilities, of whom Dr, MKenzie gives a particular detail. Here our 
author perfected two works—An hiſtorical Account of the Biſhops of Aberdeen; and 
a general Hiſtory of Scotland. The latter work, as that of Buchanan, has been the ſub- 


3eQ of panegyrick, and no doubt in ſome reſpect of merited cenſure. The reader, who 


may be pleaſed with this author's manner of telling his tory, muſt be diſguſted at his cre- _ 


dulity.. He ſeems upon the whole to have been a man of knowledge and ingenuity; 


rather the relater of fitions, than the inventor of them. Vide Bayle's Dict. Art. ee. . | 


| Men, Lis, Vol. «bp 37954593, 7 
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| « Copies of the work, en- 
© Litled Scoti Chronicon, were placed almoſt in every aten be of the kingdom, The exs. 


bly learnt to write the Latin language with that eaſe and fluency. which 
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7H Theſe by dependence Hurt ar and 
With-held by laws that mortals Iota wil 


Us In reaſon's eye remote, in fancy's near; 5 


of common intereſt links each diſtant land 3 


Seen ke a bubble de ” ON the wind; | 


When touch'd that breaks, : nor leaves a trace behind ! 2 
of cauſes thus by juſt degrees that tend, : 

And various means to gain general e 

ws fong; the conqueſt of a ſignal day | 1288 ; Bs 
That o'er the region Tread one tovereign' s bay; „5 15 Ei. 

A milder people's manners, that efface 

Rude forms, and deeds that mark a barbarous race; 

commercial intercourſe, that by the band 


of finding iv ſteady a ſeries of misfortunes in any line whatever, as was in that of the un- 
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Mr. Maſon,” author o Elfrida, to the 1 aw a copy. of Mr. Gray 8 laſt will.; 

| RE. e Tears of Genius, a poem to his memory, — N. B. A few copies 1. 12 beau- 8 
eee been g paper; ann ene Lp 75. 64. in in. 
„ 8 * WER 


- 2 td Thomfon's Seaſons, 3 is 1 an Bflay-dn be 5 
Plan and Character of the Poem, by Dr. Aikin; with eight plates finely- W by . 
CA from original deſigns, on writing paper, ſmall octavo, 48. boards. | 


2 15 eee e of Keen, andy 0 ee beautiful Vin, 4 | 

28. 9a „„ 5 1 LES i | 1 8 | 

IV. \Cartwrighit's Abe an e Le Dey . „„ 5 75 
Tok Sonnets to Eminent Men, and an. the Earl of: Dinh e 1% 1 


The Injured Landers, or, n.. Art . * nav ig 
155 . beautiful Vignette, 4to. 28. 


VII. Dr. Langhorne's Fables of Flora, toi, 3%/%/4sß¹v. 

VIII. The Hiftorian's Pocket Dictionary; annexing 9 9 to the TIN”: 058. 
currences, from the earlieſt Period of Hiſtory to the preſent Time, relative to Acade- - 
mies in 3 Accidents, Incidents, &c.; Battles, Sea: ſights, &c.; Conqueſts, &c.:;. + 

Diſcoveries of Countries, Diſcoveries and Inventions, Remarkable: Events, Famines, 
Deaths, &c.; Earthquakes, Storms, &c.; Froſts, Inundations, &.; Foundation f 
Kingdoms, &c.; Inſtitution of Laws, oy &c. ; Military Knighthoods.;. Remark- 
able "Bilildings'; Religions of of States ; Religious Inſtitutions, c.; Religious Ordes 
c.; Titles of Honour, &c. ; Sacred riters, &c.; Ne e Ry, Kc. ;. 
Univerſities : Alfo the Sovereigns of England and Scotland; nguif] Painter, 
&c. ; and Eminent Men of all Profeſſions, 12mo. price 38. bound. A 


IX. The Lady's Encyelopzdia;-or, A . Arie ul oat Fi ine 
Ars, and the Sciences. By the Reverend John Seally, LL. D. Member of the Roman 
Academy, and Author of the Geographical: Dictionary, Elements of Aſtronomy; Geo- 
y, &c. illuſtrated wich fifty two fine engraved Heads, ome WO Maps, in d. 
volumes in 12mo, price 128. in boards, or 158. bound. i 


X. The Life of Frederick Baron Trenckr, written-by: — ak from. the. 


German, in two vols. 1amo, price 58. in boards. 
* The author of the liſe of the late King of Pruſſia ſpeaks of this „ 


4 Baron Trenck, formerly a favourite of Frẽderielæ II. has lately publiſned a hiſtory of 
« his life, in German, which contains a ſeries of adventures of _ moſt extraoxdinary- 
4 nature. This hiſtory would be taken for a romance, if the "OF part of the facts 
related were not atteſted by ſeveral perſons ſtill living.“ Sh: TH 


XI. The Sorrows of the Heart. A Nevel. Two Vols. 12mo. price 5s. ſewed. 


XII. Original Anecdotes of Peter the Great. Collected from the converſation of "M 
veral n of diſtinction at Peterſburgh and Moſcow. From the German of Ws 


Stochlin, Member of the men Academy at Peterſburgh, 8vo. 6s. boards. 
„% 


0 LE | £ | 


in. Tbe D pt We of Maſter Salama. Mis 8 and ohe the Extra- 

6 nes of theſe Times, collected from Zephaniel's original pers: 0 _ 

- _ander Stevens. To which are now prefixed, Memoirs of the Life of the Author. 
new edition, handſomely printed in one pocket volume, qo opera with fifteen copper- 

Oy price 3s. 3d. in boards, or 48. bound. j 52 


XIV. The Adventures of a Rupee, 12mo. 35 6d. 


XV. The Adventures of Numa Pompilius, ſecond * 29 of Rome? in I ns, 
tranſlated from the French of M. Florian, captain of dragoons, and member of the aca- 
.demy of Madrid, 2 vols. 8vo; price 6s. in boards. : 
ale, Us Theſe little volumes breathe the pureſt morality throughout, In them the dation 
of princes, wer of ſimple individuals, are painted in the . amiable colours, and are 
Fotcibly impreſſed upon the mind by the ſucceſs and happineſs of thoſe who have acted well, 
and — miſery of thoſe who have done amiſs; while the attention is kept awake by a ſtory c 
which does honour to the narrative powers of che author. Engliſh Review, Feb. 1782. 

For a further encomium of this work, which is written po: the pion of co ma 
' fee Appendix to th volume of the Monthly Review. a 


XVI. Female Tuition, or an Addreſs to alen on the Education of Daughters 
amal octavo, 3s. ſewed. 


XVII. Eſſays on woes ad chiefly f. area 2 01 Legures on chat Sehens. 
: amo. 48. bound. 4 „ 


XVIII. The ; Origin of the Diftin&ion of 3 or an e into the Circum- 
ances which give Riſe to Influence and Authority in the different Members of Society 
55 2 IO —_— xd ep g. ow mat in cs ag of Glaſgow, 8vo. ries 68. 


XIX. The Royal Stakdard Engliſh Waaler in ws the 9 0 are not only 

| rationally & divided; into ſyllables, accurately accented, their part of ſpeech properly diſtin- 
; Fu ec and their various ſignifications arranged in one line; busikewiſe by a key to 
"this work, compriſing the various ſounds of the vowels and conſonants, denoted by ty 


graphical characters, and illuſtrated by examples, which render it intelligible to the weak 


eſt capacity; it exhibits their true pronunciation, according to the preſent practice of 
men of letters, eminent orators, and polite ſpeakers in London, upon a pe 
plain, and entirely new. To which is prefixed, a comprehenſive Grammar of the Eng- 
f — By Mr. Perry, Author of The Man of Buſineſs, and Gentleman's Al-. 
— z The Only (as Guide to the Engliſh Tongue; The Orator, &c: &c. 38. bound. 


XX. The School of Arts; or, an Introduction to uſeful Knowledge. By John 
Imiſon. Being a compilation of a great variety of real experiments and improvements in 
ſeveral uſeful.and entertaining branches of ſcience, ſel ted from the beſt authors, as 
well as | the reſult of ſeveral. you ſtudy and experience. With : 20 a bvo. 218, be. 
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